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1. The village of Ivanovka is located in the vicinity of the small town of 
Rhristinovka (48°50'N, 29°47'%), a station on the Kiev-Kremenchug railroad 
iijne.* From Khristinovka a single-track branch railroad leade to Ivangorod 
C48°R8IN, 2995095), 3 = & kms northeast of which 1g Ivanovka. Through 
ivanovka flows a small river which is dammed to form a lake covering an 
erea of about three hectares. On the lake is a water turbine, the largest 
in the region. 
25X1 
2. In the small village of Ivanovka,[ sss huge military buildings 
under construction and a large corrective labor camp (ITL). The construc= 
tion, he learned, was a military airfield. 


3. The airfield was on a huge plain about 2 km northeast of the village. on 
the left side of the road as one goes from Ivanovka. On the right side of 
the road was the concentration camp. Four kilometers east of the sirfield 
was a newly constructed storage dum for aerial bombs and munitions. , 


4, Construction of the concrete runway of the airfield had already begun in 
i941. The work was interrupted by the German advance, and the unfinished 
runway was demolished by the retreating Soviets. Construction was resumed 

55x4 after 1946 and the runway was completed[ ss C“‘SSCCOC«dséN November 
1948. It was expected that the airfield would be completed and ready for air 
force occupancy by 1 May 1949, 


5, All construction work was performed by manual labor; the only machines used 
were concrete mixers. Tor example, granite blocks which came from the southern 
Ukraine were broken by prisoners, using 7kg hammers, into cubes about 10 x 10 x 10 cu. 
They were then placed in a pile and another groun of vrisoners, using lkg hamuers, 
vroke them into cubes measuring about 4 x 4 x 4em. The cubes were then screened, 
rinsed, and brought to the concrete mixers. Mixed concrete was transported by 
wheelbarrow 200 - 400 meterg from the concrete sixers to the runway, where it 
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was poured into wooden molds. Thie work was verformed exclusively by women 

prisoners. After the moid was filled, the concrete was packed down and 

snoothed. The molds themselves ware placed on a previously prepared base, 

which in turn rested on a 10cmthick bed of sand. The cement was delivered 
' from a factory in Zdelbunov, near Rovno (western Ukraine). 


6. The entire surface of the runway,** measuring 2,500 x 1,000 neters, was 
made of concrete octagons, 105¢m long on each side and about 20¢n thick. 
The space between octagons was about 2em wide and was filled with pitch. 
The surface was slightly uneven and was equipved with pipes for the drainage 
of water (see sketch 4). The runway was painted green and splashed with 
brown spots. 


7. At the northern end of the runway, the foundations for four hangars were 
under construction. Structural iron, delivered from factories in Zaporozhe 
and Dnepropetrovsk, were already stored at the work site. 


8. On both sides of the runway were stored large quantities of brick and granite. 
The brick was designated for military barracks which were to be vbullt between 
the real and the decoy airfielda (see sketches 1 and 2). In Ivenovka itself, 
gone buildings had been or were being built, presumably as dwelliigs for the 
families of the future personnel of the airfield. 


9, The dump for serial bombs and munitions was located about 4m west of the 
airfield, on the Left side of the road as one goes from Ivanovka 
25X1 | | 
munitions transports een arriving constan a e ivangorod fa. lway 
25x11 station since June 1948. The munitions were moved from the atation to the 


dump under MYD escort by caterpillar tractors, type Chelyabinsk, Sepa of 
25X1 carrying up to five tons 


16. The gasoline and 011 supply depot of the airfield was the former gasoline 
depot of the motor-tractor station, which waa rebuilt and enlarged by tis 
addition of some new gasoline storage tanks dug into the ground. The eloctric 
power for the construction was delivered from the hydroelectric station a’ 
Zaporozhe through the transformer atation at Ehristinovka. There was no witer 
either at the construction site or in the concentration camp. Water was putsed 
from the river through a pipe line by a tractor-driven pump. Frosty weather 
during the last days of November 1948 interrupted the pouring of concrete but 
dia not interfere with the digeing of earth for the foundations of military 
barracks. 

11. The construction of the Ivanovka airfield was directed ty the Kiev Military 
District (KVO). The field was one of several which were under constraction 

25x41 in the Rovno, Tarnopol, Staniglavov, Vinnitea, and Kiev areas. It is believed 
that another airfield was under construction at Ehristinovks, 


12. Fhe manager of the construction was a military engineer 


a The construction was often visite 
25X1 by military speclaliste and by studente from technical colleges in Kiev. 


13. Almost all construction work was performed by prisoners. In the corrective 
labor camp there were about 2,000 inmates, mostly former Ostarbdciter, in 
25X1 November 1948. About 25 percent of them were women, and all workoi 10-12 
‘hours a day. The camp was subordinate to the administration for corrective 
labor camps in Kiev. The prisoners lived in earthen bunkers which they then- 
selves built; each bunker was occupied ty a labor brigade consisting of 40 
prisoners. The camp was surrounded by a double barbed wire fence, around which 
at 100-meter intervale were watch towers manned night and dey by MD sentries. 
At night tho sentries maintained communication with each other by 1eans of 
whistles and the entire camp ares was flooded by bright eleatric lights. 
25X1 [si“‘(‘é‘sésSOCO~™~™”™O™O~CC Se wire fence was electrified at night. In 
addition to forced labor, a limited number of free-contract worker. were em- 
ployed on the construction, mostly as horse~ and motor-vehicle drirors. 
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14. The construction as well as the corrective Labor camp were guarded by one 
company uf MVD troops which was quartered in three specially built military 
perracke near the camp (see sketch 1). As there was insufficient room for 
the men in the barracks, part of the company was pilleted in the village. 
The unit, which numbered 180 - 200 men, was called “epecial task company" 
(pota ocodersoro nopyweHHA) and belonged to an MVD Dattalion stationed at Unan. 
The men wore dark blue caps with raspberry bands and bright blue edgings. 
The company's duty also included the guarding of the aerial bomd and manitions 
storage dump. Sutry of unauthorized persons to the conatruction site was 
strictly prohibited. 
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